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Considerations for Korean-KSL Interpreting from according to the difference
between Korean and KSL

Heo, 1I*, Kim, Kyung-Jin**
ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study is to review the theories and practices about the interpreting processes between Korean
language and Korean sign language(KSL), especially from according to the difference between Korean and KSL.
Korean sign language is used by Korean deaf people and is natural language, whereas Signed Korean(SK) is used by
many Korean hearing people and teachers of schools for the deaf, and is manually coded Korean for education of deaf
students and the communication between the deaf and the hearing. Because of the difference of the kind, and word
order, syntax, characteristics of verbs, grammar, subject omission possibility between Korean and KSL, sign language
interpreters should consider many factors in interpreting process. In the last analysis, The study suggests the
recommendations for Korean-KSL interpreters as follows; (1) Clear awareness and statement of the language in
use(Korean language or Korean sign language), (2) Using non-manual markers(t expression, eye-gazing, body shift, role
shift, constructed action, indexing, use of syntactic spaces, etc) to express subject and object argument instead of
Korean word order, (3) position problem of Korean verb(usually final position of the sentence), (4) Setting up the
meaning of the space in advance to indicate the person or object as though Korean uses a pronoun and demonstrative
adjective to indicate the person or object, (5) using the space and NMS marker to express the structure of compound
sentence, instead of Korean word order, (6) forceful expression of subject in KSL, otherwise Korean language is apt to

omit the subject of the sentence in daily life.

Key Words : KSL, Korean sign language, Signed Korean, Interpreting, Transliteration
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